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Introduction

An aw a re n e ss  of w h e re  w e c o m e  fro m  and w h o m  w e share our histories with 
gives new  m e a n in g s  to our shared past -  n o w  and in the future. T h is  se n t im e n t 
is at the heart of our Shared  Cultural Heritage p r o g r a m m e  2 0 1 7 -2 0 2 0 ,  w h ich  follow s 
fro m  the N etherlands' International Cultural Policy.

O ur International Cultural Policy is based on the belief that internatio na l exchange is 
essential for countries to build  a s u s ta in a b le  future together. Cultural heritage plays a 
v ital role in this  process. W e all share histories w ith each other, and traces of our past can 
be found everyw here  -  from  build ings or art collections to ra ilw ay lines or shipw recks. 
W e  all face s im ila r  challenges, too -  such as how  to keep our historic inner cities 
a p p e a l in g  places to live in and  h ow  to m a n a g e  our cultural heritage sustainably.

In the years to com e, internatio na l heritage co o p eratio n  wil l re m ain  essential.  W h e n  pro fe ss io nals  form  networks, 
learn from  each other and  w o rk  together on so lu t io n s  for cultural heritage, we ach ie ve s o m e th in g  re m a rk a b le  that goes 
beyond s im p ly  preserving w h a t  re m a in s  of the past. Rather, it involves g iv in g new  v alu e  to heritage in society. Th e  Cultural 
Heritage A ge n cy  of the N etherlands is pleased to be ab le  to contribute to this by en co u ra g in g  and facil itating international 
connections, d e v e lo p in g  new  kn o w led g e and  expertise together, and  ensuring  that the results of these projects are v isible  
and accessible.

W e have w orke d  on so m a n y  w o n d erfu l projects aro u n d  the w orld  w ith our partner countries. T h e se  projects have 
created new  perspectives on heritage itself, the people that safeguard  it, and on society as a w h o le .  W e are proud of 
these partnersh ips. T h e y  are con tr ib u tin g  to new  insights and greater un d e rsta n d in g  betw een countries and cultures. 
W o rk in g  together m e a n s  accep ting  (and celebrating) a plurality  of perspectives on the past. It requires being open to 
different a p p ro a ch e s  and so lu t io n s.  Despite our differences, w e search for -  and  indeed w e find -  shared  interests.

W e w o u ld  like to t h a n k  our co lleagues in the N etherlands and  in our partner countries.  As this p u blicat ion show s, our w o rk  
together has produced s o m e  co m p e ll in g  results. W e lo o k forw ard to c o n t in u in g  our jo in t  efforts and  w e also hope that we 
can inspire other countries and partners to create their own p artnerships.

A w orld  of new  possib il it ie s for our cultural heritage, driven by new  perspectives and tra n sn a t io n a l  conve rsations, aw aits.

SHARED PAST 
NEW PERSPECTIVES 
HOPEFUL FUTURES!

Susan La m m ers
General Director Cultural Heritage A ge n cy  of the N etherlands
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-Content overview

New sound for unique heritage in Surinam e

Sounds promising
Impressive organs, timepieces, bells and carillons: 
Suriname has them all -  especially in the capital 
city Paramaribo. Many of them are Dutch in origin. 
In 2014, a special partnership was launched 
between the two countries to help future-proof 
this “sounding heritage” (which includes tower 
clocks, carillons, pipe organs and the like). And 
that makes Stephen Fokke very proud. He is the 
director of the Suriname Built Heritage Foundation 
and has been involved in the collaboration from 
the start. ‘This unique form of heritage is taking  
on new significance in the local community.'

HOW  IMPORTANT IS SOUNDING HERITAGE 
TO SURINAME AND CAN YOU GIVE US SOME 
REALLY GOOD EXAMPLES?
‘In Surinam e, we have quite a lot of sounding heritage. That includes 

the beautiful pipe organs of the Reformed Church, the Lutheran 

Church, the Grote Stadskerk (Large City Church), the St. Rosa Church 

and the St. Peter and Paul Cathedral Basilica. Most of the organs were 

made in the Netherlands. The same applies to the tower clocks at the 

M inistry of Finance, the Diocese and the Surinam e W ater Company. In 

addition, there are various different bells, the carillon on Vaillantsplein 

and the chim es of the Jong A Kiem shop on Steenbakkerijstraat in 

Param aribo. The owners and m anagers attach great importance 

to this sounding heritage. In 2018, they founded the Association of 

Sounding Heritage in Surinam e. It also gives an extra dim ension to the 

historic city centre of Param aribo, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, and 

brings new opportunities for the comm unity.'

HOW  DID SURINAME AND 
THE NETHERLANDS 
START TO W ORK TOGETHER?
‘It all began with a request from the Surinam ese M inistry of Finance to 

provide advice to repair and automate the tower clock in Paramaribo. 

Our Built Heritage Foundation did not have the expertise required 

to do that. So we contacted the Cultural Heritage Agency of the 

Netherlands because they were a long-standing partner of ours.

That led to a fantastic collaboration on our shared sounding heritage, 

and our foundation now plays a leading role in that. The first action 

was to compile an inventory of all the sounding heritage and its 

status. Significant m ilestones have since been achieved w ithin a 

relatively short period of tim e, thanks to a concerted effort. The 

partnership with the Cultural Heritage Agency of the Netherlands is 

very pleasant and sm ooth. Specialist in clocks and organs Rudi van 

Straten is one of the driving forces behind this collaboration.' >>>

WHAT STATE WAS THIS HERITAGE IN YEARS AGO?
‘In general, the state of repair of this heritage w as mediocre to poor. 

The pipe organs in certain churches were m aintained better, but 

none of the tower clocks w as functioning. And the organ of the Grote 

Stadskerk in Param aribo was no longer being used either. The carillon 

was still working, but it was in dire need of renovation. Action was 

absolutely essential, and now that action has been taken. That really 

means som ething for the future of this shared heritage.'
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W HAT HAS BEEN ACHIEVED, 
AND W HAT ARE YOU MOST PROUD O F?
‘Following the inventory of heritage, we launched several initiatives.

For exam ple, we are rebuilding the Maarschalkerweerd pipe organ 

in the St. Peter and Paul Cathedral Basilica. It's a m ulti-year project 

that professionals from both countries are w orking together on. In 

addition, we have set up the tower clocks project to restore the clocks 

that are no longer w orking. The first tim epiece to be restored is at the 

Surinam e W ater Com pany in the town of Republiek. Surinam ese and 

Dutch experts have also been looking into the condition of the Weigle 

organ, which was made in Germany. The organ's owner and user -  

the M oravian Church in Surinam e (EBGS) -  would like the organ to be 

restored. Another great exam ple -  there is now a M ulti-Year Plan for 

Clock and Organ Heritage in Surinam e for 20 17 -20 22, which means 

that we can carry out a system atic restoration over the next few years. 

And there are also initiatives to increase awareness about clock, carillon 

and organ heritage. Examples are the ‘Sounding Heritage in Surinam e' 

inform ative set of cards, a guest lecture for history students at the 

Anton de Kom University and articles in the m edia. And we also involve 

the local com m unity in a num ber of ways.'

HOW  IS THE LOCAL COM M UNITY INVOLVED 
AND W HAT IMPACT IS THAT HAVING?
‘The input and m otivation of m anagers and owners is essential.

That's where it all starts, because we can't do anything w ithout them. 

And clearly, that m otivation is there! They are helping us and working 

with us on all fronts. The establishm ent of the Sounding Heritage 

Association is a great demonstration of this. It is also nice to see 

the collaboration between local craftsmen and experts from the 

Netherlands. That promotes knowledge transfer around renovation 

and m aintenance and it also creates em ploym ent opportunities. But it 

is more than just that. The young Surinam ese organists of the Organists 

Circle are also given the opportunity to learn organ music and carry out 

sm all-scale maintenance on the pipe organs. In this way, the restoration 

projects improve their prospects in a very concrete way. And the Roman 

Catholic Diocese has also launched an awareness campaign to increase 

support for the preservation of the M aarschalkerweerd organ.

That is also providing funds for reconstruction. Parishioners can adopt 

an organ pipe in honour of a deceased fam ily member. The nam es of 

deceased loved ones are displayed on a panel in the basilica. That really 

makes the heritage part of the comm unity. Another powerful example 

is the DIY organ project for Surinam ese young people.'

‘My dream is that 
our sounding heritage 
can continue to ring 
out forever'
STEPHEN FOKKE

W HAT DOES THIS PROJECT MEAN 
FOR YOUNG PEOPLE?
‘The "Do It Yourself organ” is central to the project. It's a wonderful 

initiative to help fam iliarize children with sounding heritage in a playful 

way. It is a kit in a box, designed especially for prim ary school students. 

They can put the organ together, listen to it and play it with the help of 

an organist. It has been successfully introduced in the Lutheran church. 

Just before the coronavirus pandem ic struck, the DIY organ project was 

offered to the Sounding Heritage Association, which now manages 

it. Activities with the organ have been cancelled for now due to the 

pandem ic. Hopefully we can start them up again soon. My dream 

is that our sounding heritage can continue to ring out forever.

Especially now that the younger generations are becom ing more 

aware of this unique heritage. That is also what we are trying to 

achieve through this valuable partnership between Surinam e 

and the Netherlands.'
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